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aying "Thank You" on Your

Birthday
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Today is Masako's tenth birthday.

There are presents with pink ribbons, on top of a cake candles
are burning,—this much is the same as other houses, but...

"Michiko-san, thank you for giving birth to such a beautiful
child!" says the little girl's father. Michiko is the mother's
name; the “beautiful child" is Masako. ~ Her mother smiles.
"Masako-chan, Your mother suffered a great deal in giving birth
to you, so you say, 'thank you,' too."

Masako does not know about her mother's hardships, but the
memory of this summer, when her dog, Merry, had puppies pops into
Masako's mind...

Merry, with her enourmous belly, walks in the hot sunlight as
if she is suffering greatly. All  through the night moans and
wails come from Merry's dog-house. As dawn approaches, Merry
suckles the newborn puppies.

"Mother suffered like Merry when she gave birth to me,” thinks
Masako. "Mother, thank you for giving birth to me!" she says.

"You're welcome," her mother answers with a smile.

"Father, thank you for taking care of me!" the little girl
says to her father.

After that, all wish Masako a happy birthday. This is
Masako's birthday.

More than 20 years pass by...
Masako is the mother of Noriaki a third grader and Masataka,

who is in nursery school.

Today is Masataka's fifth birthday.

"Mama, thank you for for giving birth to me!” says Masataka,
"But, | wanted you to have me before Noriaki." "

"What's going through this little twerps head?!" says Noriaki
as he pushes Masataka's head.

"This is why | wanted you to have me first."

"Oh dear, this is a problem," says his mother. She hugs
Masataka; his hair gives off the sweet scent of shampoo. Looking
up at his mother Masataka says,

"Mother, thank you for giving birth to me!”

| Birthdays are not only days to have people say|
| "Congatulations," and receive presents. Are they not also days
on which to be grateful for having been given life? |

I think that children who have this attitude, will be raised
by those, who when children, were also grateful. |

Please read this with you children.
Megumi Asaka

"The Saying Thank You on
Your Birthday" Association
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Eagliet translation by
Robert P. Miskell
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